The Ministry of Health (MS) holds the responsibility of over 75% of hospital admissions in the country, through its Unified Health System (SUS). SUS is the only data base for diseases characteristics in the country. The remaining 25% is assisted by health plans, which do not make records available to the general public.
In the year 2002, 11, 714, 184 Bahia (36, 216) . Those to report the lowest numbers were Roraima (151), Amapá (335), and Acre (551). The states to report highest numbers of deaths were São Paulo (5,969), Minas Gerais (3,689) and Rio de Janeiro (2,822). Highest mortality rates were reported in the states of Acre (12.89), São Paulo (11.10) and Capital District (10.86). Lowest mortality rates were reported in Piauí (2.58), Tocantins (3.49), and Mato Grosso (3.87) 2 . Mortality rate is higher among patients under 1 year of age (14.4), reaching average rate in the 20-59-yearold range (5.31), to later on increase to 6.17 in the 60-69-year-old range; and then to 7.43 for the 70-79-yearold range, and 10.02 for patients over 80 years old.
Total cost to support the 11,714,184 hospital admissions by SUS along 2002 was R$ 5.401.359.717,36, out of which R$ 1.012.457.705,60 were taken by the 1,216,771 hospital admissions due to cardiovascular diseases (CVD). That amounts to 10.38% of all hospital admissions. Heart Failure accounted for R$ 198.836.488,73 to cover 372,604 hospital admissions, which corresponds to 3.68% of all admissions and 19.64% of those resulting from cardiovascular diseases. Table II Therefore, epidemiologic data on the syndrome in this country are similar to those found in developed countries. The only difference is related to financial investments, since Brazil counts on quite lower sums as compared to large centers worldwide. The total number of hospital admissions has been decreasing. However, the number of deaths has been kept stable, probably due to the fact that hospital admissions are associated to patients in more severe condition, and with myocardial function more severely affected. Such condition reports higher impairment of the elderly, to be turned into the number one cause for hospital admissions for patients over 60 years old, accounting for 255,983 hospital admissions, followed by bronchitis/ emphyzema (168,598), and pneumonia (129, 194) 2 . Fig. 1 
